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Archaeology, 'Ethnology, or History?
Hodoca 'Necropolis, Graves 427a and 427, the F irst H a lf o f  the 19th c.

Elica MANEVA
Ss. Cyril and M ethodius University, Faculty o f Philosophy 
Skopje, M acedonia

From  the grave units uncovered thus far w ith in  the Vodoča necropolis, 
the graves m arked as 427a and 427 represent a rarity o f their kind as well as the 
richest fam ily burial o f this locality because o f  the specificity o f the burial m an­
ner and grave form , the num ber and uniqueness o f the finds, as well as the time 
to which they belong.

From  the tim e w hen Jovan A naniev uncovered the graves in  1993, cer­
tain ideas about them  have been developed from the authentic descriptions in 
the B ook o f  Excavations, the Inventory book, and the arch itectural sketches 
m ade by their discoverer.

A t 0.99 m below  the surface level, at the south-eastern corner o f Quad. 
C16, the w estern  part o f the slabs covering the cist-type grave construction ap­
peared in  a W-E layout orientation. This form ation , by w ay o f successive nu­
m eration, was originally marked as Grave 427.

T he sides o f  the grave cist were constructed “by vertically p laced stone 
slabs, stones, and broken tiles.” The grave covering was com posed o f smaller, 
crude, irregu larly broken slabs (Fig. la ) .

From  the East, the cist penetrates into Quad. D 16.
“A  p ile o f hum an bones and num erous finds” were discovered by fine 

clearing o f the w estern  parts o f the grave. T he bones and finds had been en­
closed w ith a vertically placed slab on the eastern side, in  this way creating a grave 
cham ber w ith an alm ost quadrangular form  m easuring about 0.40x0.40 m. The 
rem ains o f older burials on this site were separately buried in the chamber. For 
these reasons, this separate section was nam ed Grave 427a (Fig. lb ) .

E ast o f this w alled-off chamber, a skeleton in  situ o f another individual



96 Elica Maneva

had been discovered; this skeleton had certainly been buried later. This is Grave 
427 (Fig. lb ) . In this grave, a skeleton had been placed in the extended position 
“w ith hands placed on the pelvis” — according to the description in the Book o f 
Excavations.

The anthropological and anthropom etrical analysis o f  the osteological 
m aterial show that the chamber o f Grave 427a contained bones from two skele­
tons o f children aged 5-6 (?), while in Grave 427, a female person about 50 years 
old w ith a graceful body frame had been buried.1

A part from the bone fragments in Grave 427, num erous finds were dis­
covered “partly collected in an earthen vessel” (Fig. 2). The m ost com m on finds 
are pendants; four crosses; two small angels — putti, one w ith  an in laid decora­
tive “sm all gem ”; and one am ulet — a horse w ith a hum an head on the horse’s 
back (Fig. 3-10). Two bracelets (Fig. 13-14) and a part o f a necklace (Fig. 11) were 
also found. T he two round perforated tin parts seem to be appliqués on the gar­
m ent (Fig. 12). As part o f  the garm ent, there are also eight buttons, (Fig. 15) a 
clutch device in the shape o f a hook (Fig. 15), and a fragm ented belt buckle (Fig. 
17), while the six m iniature nails are the remains o f shoes (Fig. 18).

O f the six coins, five are Turkish and illegible, (Fig. 19-23), while one, al­
though partially w eathered and worn as a pendant, has been identified as a coin 
from the K ingdom  o f Greece o f 18332 (Fig. 24).

The perforated pendant attached to a small chain is also considered as 
part o f the garm ent (Fig. 25).

The little porcelain coffee cup, w ith a broken handle, seems to have been 
used as an oil candle (Fig. 26).

A  part o f these finds has already been published3; however, here, all finds 
o f Grave 427 are analyzed as an integral part.

The bronze cross (field no.772) (Fig. 3), cast in a two-sided mould, (dim en­
sions: 30x21x1-2mm) portrays the Crucifixion o f Christ w ith  a skull at the base 
o f the front, while the reverse is not precisely shaped, w ith a central barely v isi­
ble rosette.4

A tin m ould, dated to the m iddle o f the 18th century from an unknown

1 For this accomplished analysis, I owe gratitude to anthropologist Fanica Veljanovska.
21 owe gratitude to Katerina Hristovska from the numismatic cabinet of the National 

Bank of the Republic of Macedonia for assistance in identifying this coin.
3 Манева 2007, cat. no. 32-36.
4 Ibid, cat. no. 32.
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workshop in Kosovo, is sim ilar to this cross.5
T he other bronze cross-shapedpendant (field no. 773) (Fig. 4) is also fam iliar 

to the scho larly w o rld .6 It had been cast in a m onolith ic m ould (dim ensions: 
32x23x1-1.5mm) w ith  one side leveled and one decorated w ith a bas-re lief con­
ta in ing a rosette in the central part. Beside the penetration  casting  and the 
baroque playfulness o f the outer edge, decorated w ith coiled shoots placed be­
tween the points o f  the cross, its form ation is o f low er quality. A n analogous 
form  and presentation are also found in a tin m ould, dated from the end o f the 
18th century and the beginning o f the 19th century, w hich  is from an unknown 
workshop in K osovo.7

T he two cross-shaped pendants (field no.778 and 99) (Fig. 5 and 6) are m ade 
o f a w hite-green glass m aterial, cast in a m onolithic m ould. T heir reverse sides 
are flat, w h ile bas-reliefs decorate only the front, visib le surfaces. On thefirst cross 
(Fig. 5) (dim ensions: 45x29x5m m ), olive branches are presented on the cross­
bar, w ith  stylized p lant m otifs on the vertical bar. On the second cross (Fig. 6) (di­
m ensions: 35x24x4m m ), the decorations consist o f  repetitions o f the bas-re­
lie f  in the cascad ing profile o f  the outer edge w ith  em phasized, criss-crossed  
leaves p laced in the middle.

In the decorative schema o f both glass crosses, a re lief em phasis o f  an 
isosceles cross is noticeab le in the central p art w ith  another repetition  o f the 
decorative m otif in the lower part o f the vertical bar.

D ue to the increased presence o f glass jewelry in the first ha lf o f the 19th 
century, w itnessed in Graves 427a and 427,8 it can be inferred that the mentioned 
glass crosses are, as a m atter o f fact, a cheap and effective substitution for the 
m etal specim ens.

T he two little baroqueputti angels m ade o f bronze have alm ost an identical 
appearance (dim ensions: 30x27x2m m )9 (Fig. 7 ,8 ).

B oth  o f them  are cast in a m onolith ic m ould , w hich  has a rough back 
surface, w hile on the front side, a naively stylized head is seen (with a round face 
and em phasized features) placed between two w ing-feathers. There is a sim ilar

_________________Archaeology, 'Ethnology, or History ?

5 Муливановић 1993,73, cat. no. 101.
6 Манева 2007, cat. no. 33
7 Миловановић 1993,77, cat. no. 112
8 Манева 2007, cat. no. 38-3938-391-5; Ανωνάραζ 2006,434.
9 One specimen has been published. Maneva 2007, cat. no. 34
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exam ple from  the 18th century from Prilep .10 Sm iliarly crafted appliqués for 
church paraphenalia from the end o f the 18th and the beginning o f the 19th cen­
tury have been discovered at Vraca in Bulgaria.11

T he bronzep en d a n tw iû i  a decorative little “gem ” (field no.771) (Fig. 9) 
is cast from church glass paste in a m onolithic mould (dimensions: D -28, cross 
section: 3-6m m ).12

Sim ilar specim ens, dated between the 17th and the beginning o f the 19th 
century, have been discovered in the territo ry o f neighboring Serbia and B u l­
garia .13

However, am ong the m ost provocative finds— not only in the grave unit 
m arked as 427a, but also in general at the Vodoča N ecropolis— is the bronze 
am ulet o f  a horse w ith a sty liz ed  h ead  on the horse's back (field no.772, dim ensions: la- 
26, length: 32, cross section: l-2m m ) (Fig. 10).

T he im portance and characteristics o f this pendant have already been 
written about.14 This object was also cast in a m onolithic m ould w ith an undec­
orated back and a sm all piece o f fine silk preserved on it.

The horse is represented in a characteristic galloping pose, w ith a pointed 
m outh, em phasized  halter, and belts on the neck, w ith  sheaves o f transversal 
lines on the body — like fur or as an association o f a dappled or “spotty” horse. 
On his back, an anthropom orphic presentation is p laced -  a m an’s head w ith  
em phasized eyes, nose, and moustache, as well as a long beard which changes to 
a saddle, w hile the tall cap is also a loop used for attachm ent. A ll in all, it repre­
sents an iconographie p icture o f “a deity on the roads rid ing a dapple horse” .

T hese am ulets are connected to Sham anistic beliefs. Som e theories as­
sign the am ulets to Proto-Bulgarians and date them to the Christianization o f 
this people group in the ninth century, at the latest.15

The amulets are explained as an emanation o f mediating deities that con­
nect the worlds— the underworld, the earth, and the sides— to establish a rela-

10 Иванић 1995, cat. no. 381.
11 Георгиева, Бучински 1959, T. LXXIV, 2-4, LXXV, 1.
12 Манева 2007, cat. no. 35
13 Г еоргиева, Бучински 1959, T. LX-LXII; Ivanić 1995,115-117, cat. no. 353-364; Sto-

jishic 2005,107,112, T. II, 8,9.
14 Маневаа 2007, cat. no. 36. Ead., 2007/3,169-183.
15Мавродинов 1959; Овчаров 1984,136-139.
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tionship between deities (or God) and people passing on their p leas.16

The dilem m a surrounding the possibility o f such an am ulet being found 
in Grave 427a at Vodoča in the 19th century could be answered indirectly by the 
presence o f recent finds o f such amulets in neighboring countries.

In the Braničevo region o f Serbia, such an am ulet has been found in a 
“contem porary” grave ,17 w hile a second one was com es from the v ic in ity  o f 
Vranje, as part o f  a scattered deposit o f jewelry from the “Turkish period.”18 An 
identical g ilded bronze am ulet is kept at the Archaeological M useum  in Sofia. It 
had been crafted at V laca, Bulgaria at the workshop o f goldsm ith D im . Berber­
ski (1858-1924).19

From  w hat has been said above, it seems that this type o f am ulet had 
been copied even a m illennium  after its authentic use. The Vodoča specim en is 
excellently preserved; it had not been used for a long period, and probably, it had 
been crafted in the first h a lf o f the 19th century as an im itation o f the ancient 
amulets in som e o f  the active workshops o f the tim e (perhaps even in Vraca?).

T he question o f w hat sort o f a sym bolic significance this presentation 
had been assigned in the 19th century or the beginn ing o f the 20th century re­
mains enigmatic.

The two g la ss  bracelets from Grave 427a (field no. 762 and 763) (Fig. 13, 
14) are sim ilar to the five found intact in Grave 47220 and are thus dated to the 
first h a lf  o f  the 19th century.

T hey are crafted by spinning clusters o f hot bars made o f white glass. In 
one specim en, an inserted blue p a s te l  swatch o f textile can be seen in the m iddle 
o f the coil (dimensions: D = 5mm) (Fig. 13) while on the other, m ore fragile one 
(Fig. 14) (dim ensions: D = 4mm) the same swatch cannot be seen.

T he inner diam eter is similar in these two bracelets (D = 36m m ), but dif­
ferent from  the bracelets from Grave 427 (D = 42 to 46mm) (Fig. 27-31) m im ­
icking the difference in the age o f the deceased.

E igh t beads are also a part o f the glass jewelry found in the graves: seven 
tiny w hitish  cylindrical ones and a larger barrel-shaped one made o f blue glass

_________________Archaeology\ Ethnology, or History?__________

16 Similar amulets existed were made by the Varyazis until the 19th century and by the
Altay people until the 20th century. Џидрова 1989,247-257, n. 23,33.

17 Иванишевић 1991,97-104.
18 Стојичић 2001,103-114, T. II, fig. 14.
19 Георгиева, Бучински 1959, T. XXX, 13.
20 Манева 2007, ca t no. 391-5.
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paste (field no. 710-797) (Fig. 11). D ue to the fragility o f  the m aterial, they are, 
probably, the preserved part o f a larger necklace, from the stock o f glass crafts­
m anship from  the first h a lf o f  the 19th century.

T he two m in iature, round metal appliqués perforated in the middle (D = 8- 
8mm; cross section = 0,5mm) had been originally treated as elem ents o f a neck­
lace (field no. 789-799) (Fig. 12). In accordance w ith  folk costumes and the em ­
bro idery and em bellishm ents o f the local garb o f M acedonia, sim ilar app lica­
tions were noticed sewn on the garm ent and fastened w ith a tiny bead in the m id­
dle.21 In the local dialects, they are known as “pukyki\ and their m ain aesthetic 
value consisted o f the effects produced by the shim m ering o f the sm ooth metal 
surface.

T he eight mushroom-shaped buttons w ith fully cast heads and a grafted metal 
loop on one side (field no. 780-787) Fig. 15/1 8 w ere m ost like ly the m ore ex­
pensive parts o f the garm ent. One o f them has a white porcelain head, while the 
other five are m ade o f glass, two in blue and five in a dark brown alm ost black 
color (D im ensions: D = 10mm; h = 11-12mm).

T he quality and unified craftsm anship leads to the conclusion that these 
were “industrially m ade.”

T he presence o f a clutch-hoop, made o f iron w ire, partly corroded (field 
no.788) (Fig. 16), indicates the penetration o f “industrial production’’ predict­
ing changes in dressing.

This type o f clutch-hoop resem bling the “om ega” loop for buttoning can 
still be found on older garm ents from the region.

Finally, the fragm ented iron waist belt buckle (field no.789) could also be o f 
sim ilar industrial m ake (Fig. 17).

T he six sm all pyramidal nails (filed no.801-806) w ere certain ly used to 
m ake finer shoes, w h ich  have not been preserved  (D im ensions: length: 
1015mm, head 5-6mm. (Fig. 18/16). O f the six discovered coins, five are Turk­
ish: three silver aspras and two copper m angirs (field no.766-770) (Fig. 1923).

A ll the coins are extrem ely w orn out and had been used for a long time; 
their edges are chipped and hardly anything can be discerned on both their front 
and back.

T he three fragile silver coins (Fig. 19-21) are perforated near the outer 
edge and w ithout a doubt were secondarily strung as pendants. The copper m an­
girs, which are more massive, probably served as a grave gift, i.e. “Charon’s obol”

21 Манева 2007, fig. 15.
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(P ig-22-25).
The silver coin w ith a value o f a quarter drachm a from the new ly form ed 

K ingdom  o f  G reece (field no.765) (Fig. 24) represents a self-evident surprise 
and an im portant terminus post quern.

It is also perforated and had been strung as a decorative (and valuable)
detail.

On the front, the right side profile o f a m an’s head can be seen, while the 
text is worn smooth.

W ith in  a w reath  o f olive branches on the reverse, a crown can be seen 
w ith  the coat o f arm s under it and the year o f m inting at the base; despite the 
perforation o f  the third digit, the year 1833 can still be determ ined .22

D espite the great age o f some o f the objects due to their “long tradition” 
w ith  m ore generations in one fam ily,23 the d iscovery o f  this secondarily used 
coin shifts the date o f graves 427a and 427 to the m iddle o f  the 19th century.

Λ pendant with a little chain m ade o f round-cut tin (D = 15mm x 0,5mm) 
w ith  seven indents is arranged in the form  o f rosette. O ne o f the sides o f the 
little chain (h = 30m m ) was attached to the garm ent. T he chain is thickly knit­
ted w ith a thin w ire (field no.775)24 (Fig. 25).

M ost o f the abovem entioned objects from Grave 427a were gathered in 
a reconstructed ceramic vessel w ith  all fragments preserved (field no. 761) (Fig. 2). 
Its bottom  is leveled (D = 10cm) w ith the receptacle obliquely w idened toward 
the opening (D = 14,6cm , h = 4,5cm ). The m outhpiece is ribbon-like w ith a ser­
rated outer edge. T he vessel has a pale reddish finish, w h ile the inside, as cus­
tom ary w ith  these O ttom an form s, is glazed. The glaze is green. T hese features 
are characteristic o f Turkish ceram ics from the 19th century.

The smallporcelain coffee cup w ith a m issing handle (field no.764) (Fig. 26) 
has no designation o f  the place w here it was discovered. D ue to the w ell-pre­
served receptacle , it seems to have been used as an oil candle. This phenom e­
non is still present in M acedonian cemeteries. The possib ility has not been ex­
cluded that the cup m ight have been brought to the grave later as part o f  a grave 
site ritual by the fam ily o f the deceased in graves 427a and 427. This is supported 
by the recent-looking appearance o f this “industrial” product.

22 The coin had been minted in Munich during the reign of the Greek King Otto (1832-
1862); cf.n. 2.

23 Cf. n. 3 -7 ,7 ,9 ,10 .
24 Кличкова, Петрушева 1963; T. XVIII, XXI etc.
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G rave 427  continues east o f  the grave cham ber w ith  the o lder rem ains 
m arked as Grave 427a (Fig. la ,  lb ).

T he follow ing finds were discovered in this grave in situ :
— three bracelets on the right hand;
— three bracelets on the left hand;
— am ber beads and glass under the neck and on the chest; and
— a belt buckle on the waist.
The follow ing finds are w ithout a designation o f origin:
— an iron nail;
— a w orn sm ooth coin;
— a pendant o f round tin; and
— a round button.
The five glass bracelets found on the forearm  (field no. 820-824) (Fig. 27- 

31) are o f the same type as those from Grave 427a (Fig. 13,14) w ith details about 
them  already published.25

T heir inner diam eter, w hich  is from  4 2 ,4 3 ,4 4  to 46 m m, testifies that 
they suit the older deceased wom an from Grave 427.

These bracelets are also crafted from interwoven glass wires. In the cen­
ter o f the coil, a thread o f pastel colors (yellow, dark blue, orange, and turquoise) 
had been inserted.

T he crafting o f  these bracelets is dated to the first h a lf o f the 19th cen­
tury, further confirm ed by the findings in Grave 427a26 (Fig. 13-14).

D ue to their fragility, it is not thought that they m ight have been used for 
a longer period.27

U nder the chin o f the deceased wom an from Grave 4 27 ,27  round  beads 
o fy e l lo w  am ber w ere found (field no. 825)28 (Fig. 32).

C ylindrical and tube-shaped g la ss  beads (field no. 826), the m ajo rity o f 
which are black (465) alongside about a hundred white, are presented in the doc­
um entation as a necklace29 (Fig. 33). However, the possib ility has not been ex­
cluded that they m ight have been sewn onto the garm ent. A m ong the beads, 
there is a round-cutp u le jk a  o f  perforated tin (Fig. 33), identical to the two ex-

25 Манева 2007, cat. no. 391-5.
26 Cf. No. 8.
27 Бабиќ 1986,283; Αντωνάρας 2006,434.
28 Манева 2007, cat. no. 37.
29 Ibid, cat. no. 38.
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am ples from  Grave 427a (Fig. 12).
The iron belt buckle, (field no.827) (Fig. 34) despite its fragm ented state and 

corrosion , (d im ensions: 54 x 52 x 4-7m m ) shows certain  resem blance in the 
fram e w ith  the exam ple from  Grave 427a (Fig. 17). “Industria l5’ production  
needed for the garm ent can also be confirm ed in this case.

The coin from  Grave 427 (field no.824) is com pletely worn out, slightly 
chipped, and illegib le (Fig. 35). It probably played the role o f a “Charon’s obol.”

T he round-cut tin pendant perforated  in four p laces w ith  deep holes, 
loops, and a preserved strand o f the little chain used for attaching (field no. 830, 
d im ensions: D = 16mm, cross section: 0,5mm) is sim ilar to decorative folk de­
tails,30 like the one from Grave 427a (Fig. 25).

The button w ith  a concave profile, round form , and two holes used for 
sew ing it on (field no. 831, D im ensions: D = 14mm, cross section: 1,5mm) (Fig. 
37), by its “m odern design” and the fact it is m ade out o f glass, further confirm s 
the idea about the penetration o f industrial products in the region o f Vodoča 
around the m iddle o f the 19th century.

The massive broken (?) iron nail (field no.828, dimensions: 75 x 1116mm) 
indicates the existence o f a wooden coffin (Fig. 38).

* * *

Graves 427a and 472 represent an unusual fam ily burial. T he bones and 
the finds from  the older internm ents o f the two young children were collected 
from a separately w alled -o ff sm all quadrangular cham ber (Grave 427a) in  the 
w estern  part o f the stone cist. Grave 427, belonging to an adult female, was un­
covered in  the continuation o f the cist, placed in situ.

Beside the dam ages and the later secondary use as a pendant, the coin o f 
the K ingdom  o f G reece dating from 1833 plays an im portant role in dating this 
burial place. T he coin represents an im portant terminus post quern, forem ost for 
G rave 427a, as w ell as for the m ore recent Grave 427 as because o f  it, both 
graves can be dated around the m iddle o f the 19th century.

H aving in m ind the la longue durée phenom enon, the long-term  use o f cer­
tain objects (the bronze crosses, the pendants in the shape o f small putti angels, 
parts o f the coins, etc.) can be at times m easured in decades, even in hundreds

30 Cf. n. 24.
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o f years from their production till the time o f their presence in the grave (Fig. 
3 ,4 ,7 ,8 ,9 ,1 9 -2 4 ) .

A  part o f  the grave inventory talks about the changes in the jewelry, typ­
ical for the first h a lf  and the m iddle o f the 19th century (glass crosses, bracelets, 
beads.p u le jk i, am ber beads, etc.) (Fig. 5 ,6 ,11 -14 ).

T he buttons w ith  porcelain  or glass heads, and especially the flat glass 
button w ith a “m odern” shape, the iron belt buckles, the clutch-hook, as well as 
the little iron shoe nails w itness the in trusion o f industrial products and elicit 
the im pression  that trad itional garb changed through the add ition o f certain  
“urban” details (Fig. 15/18- 1 8(1_6)).

Additionally, there are replicas o f old objects (Fig. 10)!
The discovery o f graves w ith rich and varied inventory, as found in grave 

units 427a and 427, bears w itness to social changes w ithin the Christian popu­
lation from the end o f  the 18th and the first ha lf o f the 19th century. These arti­
facts confirm  the existence o f a wealthier, urban stratum that had em erged from 
the raja.

The study o f  this relatively recent burial site from the Vodoča necropo­
lis shows that funeral archaeo logy in M acedonia has enough to discover from 
the m aterial dom ain o f culture em bedded in the necropolises o f the N ational 
Revival period from  the end o f  the 18th to the first h a lf  o f  the 19th centuries, 
which has so far been studied through the scholarly m ethods o f history, art h is­
tory, and ethnology.
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0 1 2с т
цртеж: Д.Спасова

fig- 1 -  з
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о : ш

о:»
р с ш

fig- 8 -11
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fig . 1 2 -1 5
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